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Ending the HIV Epidemic

• HIV in Oklahoma
• EHE Initiative
• What Have We Learned?
• Current Efforts
• Where Do We Go From Here?



HIV Prevalence in Oklahoma



HIV: Why Care?

HCV

HIV

Syphilis

• Two or more afflictions, interacting synergistically, contributing to 
excess burden of disease in a population.





Ending the Epidemic: A Plan for America







Previous Work



Previous Studies & Findings

• Breakdowns in the PrEP continuum 
for rural MSM

• Low uptake among rural MSM
• Geographic isolation

• Access to providers
• LGBT-sensitive medical care

• Limited HIV & STI screening 
• PrEP and HIV-related stigma

• Structural level
• Within group



Previous Studies & Findings

• Aimed to predict what influences MSM 
to inform their providers of their sexual 
behaviors

• Age
• For every year decrease in age, the 

odds were 4% higher that a 
participant inform their provider

• Level of disclosure
• For every unit decrease in NOS-D 

(overall disclosure in one’s life) 
there was a 3% decrease in the 
odds that a person would disclose 
to a provider

• Disclosure to medical providers vs 
mental health providers



Previous Studies & Findings



Sexual Health Programming 

• Programming must be…
• Available
• Accessible
• Acceptable  

• Evidence-Based Programs
• Culturally-relevant
• Community-engaged
• Address unique barriers facing communities



Previous Studies & Findings



Previous Studies & Findings



Previous Studies & Findings



Previous Studies & Findings



What Is Being 
Done?



HRSA Rural HIV Planning Grants

• Development of an integrated rural HIV health network for HIV care 
and treatment to address key strategies identified in the EHE



HRSA EHE Primary Care HIV Prevention Awards

• Expand HIV prevention and treatment, including pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP) related services, outreach, and care coordination.



SAMHSA: Project G.R.O.W.

• $1m; 5-year project led by Oklahoma State University -
Community Wellness Programs (OSU-CWP)

• Increase the capacity of community stakeholders to implement 
comprehensive community-based substance misuse and HIV 
prevention education

• Develop and implement culturally competent public messaging 
and awareness campaigns 

• Enhance the HIV Care Continuum in the catchment area by 
implementing secondary prevention methods to identify new HIV 
cases

• Enhance linkage to and retention in substance abuse services 
• Provide culturally competent education and training to substance 

use disorder treatment and other healthcare providers



CDC Foundation: At-Home Testing



NIH: e-HERO

• Goal to increase HIV and syphilis testing and linkage to care, 
increase condom use, and promote PrEP uptake

• Multi-level intervention
• mHealth: culturally tailored modules to address social determinants hindering 

HIV primary and secondary prevention in rural communities

• Peer mentors: deliver theoretically guided sessions via telementoring
technology to support self-testing and PrEP use among participants and 
partners

• Testing: Insti Multiplex HIV/syphilis duo self-testing kits

• Linking: Optimizing PrEP prescribing/referrals and linkage to HIV care through 
engagement of local community-based organizations and providers



NIH: 3T-Prevent





A Way Forward

• Expanding HIV prevention and care out of urban centers
• Community-driven initiatives

• Stigma reduction and awareness campaigns
• Community-academic partnerships

• Building local capacity
• Writing for HIV and harm reduction funding

• HRSA
• SAMHSA
• CDC



Thank You
rhubach@purdue.edu

@rdhubach
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